Q@Id Gretton Chapel.

In the centre nf the linmlet nf Gretton,
Wineheomhe tn Stanley  Panflarge, thers
elifl stanid portione of &  chnpelaofeass
rrectod there, presumahly, in the middies ot
the &leenth confury, if not enrlier. Durin
many recent senrs They were caoversd—n
I imngine that they still are w0 covernd—
with hieave mnusew of ivy, and naw form
port of on inhinbited oolinge,

Thia ol ehinpel, of whickh thers fa an intre-
ouling dreawing in e inle  Mrs, Dents
Annnle of Wincheambe, publiahod In 17,
broame dlianasd as snel g 1864, Nolutly
now seema to know moch, if anything, eon-
rerning its histury, and loeal teadition ie as
citlent concerning if as are the fonguer of
penorntiona of the humbie folk™of Gretton
who worshiped thiere in the disiant past,

Indeoel there may nol ba much to knnw,
but a search in the Chantry  Cerlifiontes
rrrmrvrd At the 'ublic Reenrd ¢MTice lina at
onut roon affornded some information.

Tn 1586, the yenr hefara Henry VI died,
the Inst matorint Wow of the Reformation
hnd beon dealt and, Yo qnote the hislorien
Prowia, the rewaining property  of  all
eccioainatical and aemi-eeclomnstical founda-
tiona, the lanids, the rentchnrges, thn mie
cellnneonn donationr for the support of nni-
veinitien, calloges, achools, hospilnis, nlme
hnr sen, aor paroching charities, for chantriea,
frentala,  ohitr, mareen,  for atipendinry
priests in family ar other chupels, for reli-
wions seryices of different kinds, for candlrs,
offerings, arnaments of churches, and other
veeful or snperatitions purmoses, were placed
by parliament in the hands of ths king, to
receive auch “alterntinng” as (he change of
timen required,

I'arlinment had hesitated before placing
) Inrge n trust in the hands of the Kin
hut they eventunily did eo, and forthet
he  appointed commissionera tin take pocsse
=inn or all such property as he connidersd
cama umiler the Aet.  IHis logal pawer, how-
ever, died nt his death, and (he Proteclor
Someract had 1o apply for and oblained a
renownl of it,

Ihe new Act (1. Tilward VI, cap. 1$) made
the King’s power oren more oxplicit, and
was strongly opposed hy Archhishop Cran-
mer, who was quick to foresee {hn conme
anenees,  Tle reecivad anhetaniinl support
from soveral other members of the opiscopsl
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bench, bat their efforfs failed, So, with cor-
tain high nnd spocifisd exceptions, the Aet
was put infn mﬁ apeention, nnd eren  the
alirinra and altar plate ab  York  Minster
wore aent to the Mint, there to he meited
down and cast inln hase coin. 'The con-
{ngion quickly epread, and everywhere the
chnlices, jowela, bella, and ornaments of
country churches aml echapeis were heing
offerml publicly for sale, sumetinee by tHhe
loen! parachinl sulhorifies; al ather Times
by higher and more capahis pullinrities, |t
will he ecen Inter thnt 1t was auggesiod that
snch netinn ns this hal even heen inken an
the Tittle and vemote inmlet of Gretlon,

Sn, nndder dale 14 Fohvuary, 158D, the
Commispinners for (doneesiorshire rechify ll}
ty the King the position of the ehapel o
Geetton, nnd that certain Inndse helong In
it for (hn mainlenanca of n prinet {hora,
At that time they say among=t ofker things,
that tha menmbent is one Hiehaod Froeman,
and that the rents of the lands and bene-
menta hy means of which his mnintenance
is snpplemented produca £3 702 4. A =om of
ds G hiva to be deducted, and the elear in-
come thernfrnm v 232 1, 1 Thers nre no
aornaments, plutea, op Jewels,

This certificaie dors nnl add mnch ta the
histary af Lhe chapel, hat further resoarch
has disclnend an nteresting  =wit relntive
thereto, amil which enme halore the Conrt of
Reguests a fow yenrs Inter, at a lime when
the conntry wns lhocoming well-accusfomed,
nnder | hitip and Mary, ta the roturn in the
Roman nbedionen. All gfalutes ngairet the
I'ope hind heen repealed in 1554, and that
sory awkward anhgect of the restitution of
chureh phunder—in which friend  and  foe
had alike participnted—Thnd heon decided, nt
least so far as the monnastic lands wers con-
eornpd, They were to stay in the hands of
thrir pregent awnera,

Thare remnined, however, the great depri-
vatiens of almost innumerable amnalier fonun-
dations, nnd the inhabitantea nof Gretton
wight wall think that, nnder all the new
circumstances.  samothing shonld ke done
fnr them, that they might ho helped to re-
cover the ways and meana of their very
modeat neads prior to the passing of the
Chantriea Act.

So, pursning the gonreh, T have fonnd the
dacamentary rocord of an appeal made 1n
1557, to the Conrt of Heqnosia  {2h hy

). T.R.N. Chantry Certificates, Glouces
terehire, 22/60 and 2351 and 85,
(2). T.I0O. Court of Requesta, M127,
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Thomas Grengng, John Teynton, Adam
Smythe, and Hichard Taynton, who are
named as ropresenting one hundred and
forty of the inhahitanta of Cretton, an es
timute which wan ultimatoly reduesd fo one
hundrel,

fm bwhalf of theee inhahitnnts urpallanu
sny {hoy linve n chapelnfonar silupled o
long mile and n half from (he parish ¢hureh
of Wincheanhe, ta which chureh thera in,
ther adid. a very tonl and hilly way. and one
very pninful for the very ngedd ponple of
Grettan 1o take in the winter,

Althongh, they eomtinun, nn presentment
was sxver mode by the inhnhilnnts of (iratton
that the rents nf the lamds hy which (heir
pricst wam mointained shanld,  nneler the
Act, go to the Ki"f yot  Anthon Avle
worthe. nf Aviesworihe — hetweon Naunton
snd Notgrove, co_ GGlonesator, and others
have for five yoara past veceived all  eyech
rents.  Tha natural eonsnquence lina boen
that the chapel at tiretton has bean without
A pricaf, cinee thers is now no income for his
mpintenances, ns there alwavs wan in the
past. The appellante therefare have already
prayed Hhat nll such renta may be resfared
to their former nsex, in arder that there
miav he divine sorviese colalirntpd in CGiretlon
chapel onoe ngain, to Hhe relief of the in-
hahitnnte nmr for the peace of mind of
Antheny Avieworthe umrhi- eallenguies,

Ifowaver fheir npr-l hna fallen on  deaf
eara, nnd ae for Avlewortla nni fhn othera
they utterly refnes to he nffected in nny way,
So thera is nathing for it byt far the jwa {o
af Grotton to nek, Ae they naw da, hat {,h!
defendanis may be eited to appenr hefors
tha Comrt, fo poewar 1o [hie anpenl,

fIn 24 Novembar, ¢ and 5 Philip and Mary
(13078), Lettora of Commission wora “"wiven
att nnr Manor of St. Jamea. " and there then
follownd the answer of Anthony Ayinwnrthe,

o refrrs, in hie reple, f) o Act muwle in
1547, for tha tranefer ta the King of all
Chantries, Chapels, Collogas, (hits, Tamps,
Lighta, ofn., ael nrrt for the finding of any
St Immlin P'rinst “ayprapt Chapela af Finsg
and anch likn Chanele. wheranntn no more
Innds or tenementa helonged  than  the
chnrehyard or a littls hoyae or closs.” Ry

onth af (welva men, 1o King wna Inwini]
webzed of the Jands at (retton, Sp .
tha Rin1 nnder hia Tront Seal—hy T.ottors
I'atant, dateq 22 A ngust, D —anld 1ha (iret.
fon lands to William Sale and William
Hridgs, tha tenanta thereof At {hat time
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heing John Smyth, Widow Annes Martone,
Witliam Tlardeyne. Rychurd Mareh, Ihnmas
Moge, Adnm Smyth, Fliomas tant.  Jfohn
Tevnton, John Niegl Ryehard Slnrr-hr.
ITenrin Groenings, Philip .\'mly‘h". Agnes
iggvns, and Jolin Crakor,  Thua fur tha
defendant,

In dlue ennrse [here cnmiee fhe replication
of T'howna (irenying nnil hiv Gretlon neighs
houra,  T'hey now  heecomn mors explicit,
Girntton Chinpal, They sry_js "“a ehappell of
onan of zrr-nrnnﬁ- urlie, ™ foumded {or  he
nee nf Hhosa inlmhi‘nnls of Winchenmhbe whn
chanced 1o hive maors Than ane mile ar more
dirtanl fram their parish chorel, I da of
muecl necossiby, for ol horwisn |hoxa inhahii-
anta apevifiod would he deprived of «ivipe
rorviees for the preater part of the yoar, far
nil manner of Rnaraments and Sacramenialy
and othnr dicine servicos hase hoen mini.
fered Lhore, ™

The landa in queation have helonged. fhey
rontinne, o Grofton ehapel for e ol of
mind, and the renla have hern nenl far the
reparafion of the chapel and  the mninten.
ance of all divine sorvices thora, “for {he
rasn and qureinrase ™ of the villagera. The
lnnds wora nover given o King Fdward VI.
undor the Iate Act, and therefore e  eanld
nol wefl them, as alloged. fo Willinm Sale
and Willinm Bridgs.

T'ho defendanta rejain emphalieally that
the Infa King id heeamn pasansand of (he
wnied londa, hy virtus of (he (haniries Aet,
and that ha rold them 1o Sala and Mridgs
wha, for £00 5 24, anld them e Anthony
Avleworihe.  Tha snid lande worn aperin iy
est apart in order 10 nrovide funds for find.
ing A pricet “ln ming mase in the sl
chapel for ennfe iloparted.”  Aa  Ion As
Wincheomboe Alhay alnod—tha 1yat fhho'
Richard Aneeline, had aureendered  to (hn
King’a commiavinoners in 15%0-n mank from
the Ahbey need fo way  maes in Grelian
chapel, and for lis sereices toeeivod |ha pro-
filw of the wnid Tande, 'Tha mnnk waea nap.
poiffed by the Alhot, nnd romaved by him,
el the inhnbitunts of Cretlan had nn voiee
in the mattor af oll.

Gretton chapel, 1ha defendants eantinpa,
is not such n chapal ae is mantionod in 1l
raiel Act, for na mnrringrs, hurinle  ar
churehinga canld (nicn pinen thers, " noy
sl Racramenia and Snernmeninle minis.
tornd thernin am in other churches are minin.
foervl.””  Canfrasione wora nlwn;n honed he
“tho Curnin of Wynehonmbe * who, they
anv, alill confeases Cretlon prople who gn in
Wincheomha ehurch for that purpeen,  Tle




et .

Bleo still administars Exirems Unction —
they refer to this anointing ms * extreme
Visttacon "—to all sick perrons there, when
affiicted with some grievous bodil disease,
and at the point of death; and also buries
the Gretton dead at Wincheombe,

Also, they maintain, the aaid chapal can
be no chapel of ease, for such chapeis are
malntlm«rcand the priesta of them are
found at the coxte mnd charges of the par-
rons and the vicars and with some parl of
their tithes, and not with lands and rentas,
For proof of this stalement they instance
two olher chapels within  the parish of
Winchconmbe, which they admit are really
chayels of oase within fhe meaning of the
At One of them in (he “Clhinpal of Chnrip-
fon Abbnlies,"" and the oflier “ the Chnpe!
of Polteslippe.” At Posthp chapel, indend,
“thers bn twn priesles sin ninge, ' and the
ara maintained by the tithes and nol with
nny Iands or rentw, ae defendanta ean ensily
prove.

Gretton, they continue, in not one mile
distanl irom {he parish chureh of Wineh-
cnmbe—{hna it rlr-a--«l them fo think—and
they hint that {le dissatisfind  fnhnhitants
might take an oxample from the inhahif-
anta of the village of Nanntan who, ntfhough
they dwnall o miln  further nway from
Wincheambo, vl same ta all  mnnner of
divine servicon sl | hin marinh ehinreh thipre,
;‘lwlﬂmul ANy manner of grogloge |gromh

ngl, "

‘I'ho nreannt King and Quenn, Phillp and
Mary, they any, srn now tossenend of one
piarl of the tiroton Tande, and he yenrly
nrofifa therefrom, viz, nine shillings, nre
’mid rognlurly ta thn Rocoivers of Gloveen
erahiirn by one lenry lgeking,

Apparently at wome time nr annther m
Lhese procesdings it had heen nllegad that
Ayleworthe Iind damnged the chnyel nt Giref.
tan, Ll ha now decfnres that be ean nrove
Ehat G fu " nrnmed sl nndoefpend hy any
net of hia nr hy nny porenns af, his command,
bt that fhe cf;mmw hns hoen done by enin-
aineet and hin ndhiorenin, whe hnve de.
meedd e el wind  tanken nway nll tha
fmplemonta of the snma williont 1l consent
of Avlawarthe, Nor hna e evor farhiddon
the wae of 1he slinpel {0 anpone and  Ihe
peonles hnve nlwoys hoenw ahle o hoye n
}nieu! al Aheir plennure, 1o nidds (hnt (hrre
nrmerly helongod 1o the cimpel more than
forty peres of nralle lnnd, mondow, and pas-
ture, the yeorly valne of which was A3 Os,
wil. Furthermore, nn Lhe King and Queen
ars posseaacd of pnrt of the Innds, and that
they were lawfolly  porchased  of King



Fdward VI, A Ieworiho cancludes by ray-
iIng in nid of ing Philip and veen Mary
that the Drivy Council may ha informwl of
Lhe action of the Uretton people. in order
that the Quoan's Inherithnea may ba pre.
werveg. %

There (hen follow ihe in!ermgqtorln to
ha administorsd to deponents agninet Avii.
waorthe in 1)ig AL, and finally, an 19 April,
1308, o Unmmisrion ant, prasumably  af
Wincheamba, The Comminginnera sere Rir
Thovmne f lirnekmorton Willinm andn,
spnien, :

The firat deponegt tn ba heard i« Thomas
My, of l.llhn Washehorne, aged m who
fave that in Gretlon there are fiftenn
“habifncons and Mansyon howass and fyme
ont of mynd hathe &0 hone, and that there
nre nhaul ane hnned red inhnhitants, Jpn
distance (o the parieh ehinreh in a mile il
A LAlE, and there ha= alwnyx heen a chapel of
enso called (iretfon (?ham’.

The inkahitnnts, deponent adds, have
alwags s for their ense to hier angd
fynde 8 priost to Mynyster and Celobrate
dovrne Serv o, "t wﬁ'lci he sayw, conmislnd
of ' Maraa Malens and Evencong, holye
Bieada nng liolye walar,” and olber core-
montes at all such times ps were considered
necessary,

The reforence to the Moly Lonf, or ™ panin
ranclificatne ** g interesting.  Thig fonf was
biiught tq the celebrant witor Mpes on Sun-
dav, and afier heing blessed—not, of conrse,
consecratad—hy him, was ent np and  (|is
tribuled to the congregation, to he consnmed
1 token of friendly amity. A collection was
UEunlly made at the time that the bread wne
disfributed 1o tha eongrn, alion, in the samn
Innner n jg dane, D 0 [he present dny,
when the 1] Bread 1n distributad a1 Hixh

the domnnda of the evonshire men when,
for tho PITpaRe of resislin the changaa n
faith and rityn) they hroke aut intn rohal.
lion in id—only pight Yonra  hefare g
treelton anip cnmo brefore thp Court of Re-

briad and holy watar fYery Snnedsy. ™ Pie

e of the 1ily Faaf actunlly n"mﬁ. in

To relurn to tha denaaitinne of Thomaa
MTvin, ha anye that ha hna knawn priesta {n
ho lired by the inhahitanta of Gretton for
he apnea of threa whols yeara, Somefimes
thoy worn only hired fop the winter haif.




year, u:d for certain other times of the

yun, “thought ount™ by tho jnhabitants

wd agreed upon with the priests, De nent

;ulti‘bou lul:i. does nult .:y -l)-u refs ul’m{
o per of nearly twenty years

bad elapssd sincs the oupnnuion’of Winch-

ocmbe Abbo{.!or. as already shown—aud as

s repaated luter on another deponent,
Roborl.!‘a e—the G h{on peuple by":lu in-
torcal of tne Abbot, *commonly hired some
Moncke of tlae Howse to perve them in the
Winter time,* cnd .t guch other t)apu s
e T e ds belongiog to b
of t |} L]
ch.p.f"' -ponont continues, bov:‘ always
the biring of a |priest
!o nrvo -t Gretlon.  There “were
twoe churchwardens decud nnull’
ound they  received tw
the land and paid thontotho priest, H
it ha ed that these profits did not suffice,
the ¢ urchwuden. then proceeded to gather
the required balance umm‘-t the in abn-
ayty, and lomot rmec they oortu n wood
! owing © ut th ey gould
make on tl-e wul;o of reste,
The yearly reuty of the s averaged
6s, 8d., but sometimes more thau this, Ior
pertain moudows were huad by the year
for the best Adv,pnhx:“ uont eoncludu
y stating t remember an
Erle-t or clerk who was .ver hutituhd a
retton Chapel, nor any that ever served
here, but such as the inhabitants *did put
in and out,” ss they p
'l'hu evidence is oombontod by Bpml-
mew Forre, of Winchcombe Qi‘, 5
linm Bmarts, of Greet, agad bert P
of Alderton, aged 56; ud Jolm Hale, ol
Naunton, aged 5. It la rather curious that
ununremiy no inhabitunt of Gretton deposod
Lefore the -Conmissioners. And so the snd.
Doubtless, Lowever, the unfortunate in-
hubituuts of (relton must have lost their
wuil, potwithstapding the wew order of
things, an order wh el whs au soun t0 puss
sway again,



